
PROPOSAL: DO U DANCE
ARTS EDUCATION PROGRAM
Presented by Robert Gilliamʼs The Artist Collective & On The Edge Dance Studio 
Sponsored by Ramesh and Kalpana Bhatia Family Foundation 



Intention Statement 
Robert Gilliamʼs optimistic approach to life is reflected in 
The Artist Collective’s DO U Dance Programs. His 
practical wisdom teaches youth to take lifeʼs challenges 
and embrace them, as opportunities for growth leading 
to happiness rather than disappointment. Through his 
workshops, he intends to bring the simple principles of 
integrity, focus, and creativity to children through the 
art of dance. By creating a nurturing environment 
where children can explore trust and responsibility, 
artistry and expression, success and challenges, these 
young artists learn about life. They have the opportunity 
to make new friends, learn the basics of dance, 
choreography and meditation and are exposed to 
alternative ways of thinking so that they will have the 
tools to engage in constructive behavior. Most 
importantly, the workshop will inspire youth to live a 
heart-centered life with an appreciation for diversity, 
honor and respect.

ONE WORLD. ONE PEOPLE. ONE MOVEMENT  



ABOUT THE ARTIST COLLECTIVE 
The Artist Collective, 501(c)3 non-profit organization was founded in 2005 by Robert 
Gilliam to provide a creative outlet for minority dance artists and underserved 
communities in Los Angeles.  For the past 16 years Robert and his team have been 
providing high-quality student-centered arts education programs “Do U Dance” 
workshops and events for K-12 schools throughout Southern California. The in-school 
programs range from short term programs (4-5 weeks) to longer contracts (10 weeks or 
full semester).  Additionally, The Artist Collective created and cultivated 10 week dance 
and visual arts programs and creativity workshops at Juvenile Halls and behavioral 
clinics. Over the years Robert has cultivated relationships with colleagues and 
organizations outside of the United States and have traveled abroad to teach Do You 
Dance classes and workshops for at-risk youth in Panama, China, Mexico, South Africa, 
Australia, Spain and France. 

The Artist Collective programs have been been funded by the United States Embassy in 
Panama, National Endowment for the Arts, The Dana Foundation, Department of Cultural 
Affairs Los Angeles, Shanghai Opera House, Los Angeles Sheriff’s Department, MetLife 
Foundation, Playa Vista Education Foundation, Rose Hill Foundation, Santa Monica 
Education Foundation,  The James Irvine Foundation and the Ramesh and Kalpana 
Bhatia Family Foundation. 



● The DO U Dance programs have been 
created for elementary, middle and high 
school students. 

● The programs can be booked as a 
workshop or long-term residencies.

● P.E. Dance Elective/Class (6, 8 or 12 weeks, 
Full Term/Semester or Full Year)

● After School Dance Workshop (anytime 
frame)

● After School Classes (anytime frame)

Mr. Gilliam has designed his Do U Dance Arts Education program so that all students 
will experience success as well as challenges in a positive and loving environment.

● Do U is designed for students to learn the 
value of the arts, creativity and 
self-expression. 

● The program’s focus is to nurture the artist 
deep within each person. 

● Classes and workshops are a creative 
mixture of different dance styles, with an 
emphasis on having fun.

● The spectrum of dance techniques include; 
Hip-Hop, Krump, Breakin', Jazz and 
Contemporary, Ethnic dance styles and 
more. 

● The program will incorporate foundations 
of Yoga and Pilates techniques to increase 
and balance strength and flexibility.



PROGRAM 
SPECIFICATIONS



These components may be adjusted to reflect the goals of the school partner and demands of scheduling.

. ● Student workshops/classes 
(days/weeks may vary)

● Collaborative Planning Meetings: Two 
collaborative planning meetings are 
scheduled with school site coordinators 
and/or participating teachers: The first to 
set student outcomes and select 
supplemental activities, and the second to 
prepare for the student culminations. 

● Special Requirement, Comments, Needs 
or Considerations: Workshops, 
Professional Development sessions and 
Student Culmination require a large open 
multi-purpose room or auditoriums.



LEARNING 
PLAN



DO U Dance Instructional Plan: Workshops include warming up, across the floor exercises, 
learning artist-set choreography and opportunities for improvised and original movement. 

The instruction follows the K-12 learning standards (as noted in each section)

● Introduction to Dance
STANDARDS 1.2, 1.3, 1.4, 2, 3.1, 3.6, 4.14 and 4.15

● Rhythm Exchange
STANDARDS 1.15 and 2.

● Movement Section
STANDARDS 1.2.

● Performance and Assessment
STANDARDS 2.6, 2.7, 5.4, 5.5 and 5.6 

● Circle Painting Activity

● Performance/Demonstration



SERVICES &  
FEES



In October 2021, we received a grant from the Ramesh and Kalpana Bhatia Family Foundation 
to grow our programs at local Los Angeles area schools. In order to expand our reach, we have 
launched a special tiered-funding options to bring the program to your school. 

The total cost of the program is $3,335 per school for 3 participating classrooms for an 8-week 
workshop (8 classes) 

Do U Dance Tiered Funding
Level 1 | Matching Funds: The school will match the foundations payment of $1,667.50 for the 
complete program to serve 3 classrooms of 2nd, 3rd or 4th grade students. 

Level 2 | 2/8: The school will fund two complete workshops days and the foundation will cover 
the remaining 6 workshops days. 

Level 3 | Day rate: The school covers one complete workshop day and the foundation will 
cover the remaining 7. 

Level 4 | Completely funded program by the R&K Bhatia Family Foundation 



CONTACT INFO 
Robert Gilliam 
Founder, The Artist Collective
gilliamdance@yahoo.com
323-791-6298

Erin Kane 
Program Development  Associate 
info@otedance.com 
310-403-4002 

The Artist Collective website: 
https://www.otedance.com/school-dance-program
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